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The tiny island of Run is an insignificant speck in the middle of the Indonesian archipelago--remote,

tranquil, and now largely ignored. At the beginning of the seventeenth century, however, Run's

harvest of nutmeg turned it into the most lucrative of the Spice Islands, precipitating a fierce and

bloody battle between the all-powerful Dutch East India Company and a small band of ragtag British

adventurers led by the intrepid Nathaniel Courthope. The outcome of the fighting was one of the

most spectacular deals in history: Britain ceded Run to Holland, but in return was given another

small island, Manhattan.A brilliant adventure story of unthinkable hardship and savagery, the

navigation of uncharted waters, and the exploitation of new worlds, Nathaniel's Nutmeg is a

remarkable chapter in the history of the colonial powers.
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I bought this book on a whim. It caught my interest in the bookshop because my wife is from

Indonesia and I wanted to find out whether some of the terrible things she has told me the Dutch did

in her country were true (I was to find out they were even worse than I expected). I also have an

interest in British colonial history.Much to my pleasant surprise I found this was a book I just couldn't

put down. It was riveting! I suppose one could categorize this book as "popular history" because it

reads much like a novel with many colorful characters and intriguing events that make up the early

history of the English and Dutch East India companies, although its primary focus is on the former. I

found the author's writing style to be very engrossing and easy to read, unlike many histories.I

became quite caught up in the excitement and horror of events, as described by Mr. Milton, but I



had to keep reminding myself that the author is an Englishman. The obvious partisanship of the

author was probably one of the weak points of the book: he made much reference to the crimes

committed by the Dutch in the East Indies but, no doubt, the English traders had their fair share of

rogues who committed other crimes - especially during the first half century of the English East India

Company. It would be interesting to read a book on the same subject written by a Dutchman and

compare and contrast!However, to his credit, the author quite successfully shows how disorganized

and irresponsible the directors of the East India Company could be, especially in regard to their

choice of men to lead expeditions to the East. Many of the voyages the early traders made to the

Indies were unsuccessful and resulted in the frequent loss of ships and men.
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